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Are we prepared
     to go with Him?
“When the days drew near for him to be taken 
up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” Luke 9:51

Jesus knows what he will face in Jerusalem and calls us  
to go with him. We need to count the cost and follow Him.

This Easter season let’s walk alongside Jesus as he heads toward  
Jerusalem. In Luke, we will listen to him teach, we will empathize  
with the disciples as they try to understand his message, and we’ll  
watch the growing hatred of the religious leaders. 

What’s Involved? 
A small daily reading with a couple of questions for discussion will provide our founda-
tion. We’ll also learn through fun facts, videos, and activities! So, put on your walking 
shoes, grab your satchel and let’s begin our Journey to Jerusalem!

And to show you a bit of what you’re in for, watch this cool video filmed in Israel.  
The video has a slow start. We suggest skipping ahead to 6:00 to see some great footage. 
Click the play button below to watch:   

questions for thought

How do you like to prepare for a trip? 
Do you pack lightly or take everything… just in case?
Are your travels rigidly planned or more spontaneous?

How should you prepare for this spiritual journey? 

Hint: You might want to keep a travel journal where you can 
write down your thoughts, prayers, and answers to prayer. 

week one

3

https://youtu.be/q6Uz9gIdm68


week one

Sermon Passage Luke 9:1-62

Click the Bible symbols to read the passages on Bible Gateway.
Answer the questions together as a family.
   

Day 1 Luke 9:1-36

1. What did the disciples bring on their journey?
2. What should a follower of Jesus leave behind? Why?
3. Contrast the sleeping disciples with the glorified Christ.  

The disciples who have nothing of worth to bring on their jour-
ney, who cannot even recognize the LORD Christ without God’s 
Spirit revealing him to them, “sleep” concerning  
spiritual things. How are we like the disciples?

Are we prepared
     to go with Him?

Day 2 Luke 9:37-62

1. Who were powerless to heal the boy? 
2. What are the disciples arguing about in verse 46?
3. What happens when a young child starts to run and then tries to look behind? 

More often than not, this ends in disaster. The farmer is a good illustration about 
the importance of where to look. If the farmer watches the directly in front of him 
or turns to look behind him when he plows, he will plow a crooked furrow. If he 
fixes his eyes on a point in the distance, his path will be straight.  
As believers, where should our focus be? 

Day 3 Luke 10

1. What is the message preached by the seventy-two travelers? 
2. Why was Chorazin cursed? To learn more about the cursed village 

of Chorazin, watch this video filmed on location in Israel.
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week one Are we prepared to go with Him?

Day 4 Luke 11:1-32

What kind of God is depicted in this passage? Make a list of 
your observations about Him. For example:  
He provides for his children’s daily needs. Then, spend time 
praising and thanking Him for the God that He alone can be. 

Day 5 Luke 11:33-54

1. What does it mean to be spiritually blind? 
2. The Pharisees focused on their outward actions while their 

hearts were impure. What did they need to “see” and believe in 
order to be made whole? 

3. Is one worse than the other: to be overly zealous about outward 
behavior or overly careless? Which are you more apt to be?

4. What needs to change in your heart and your actions as you  
follow Jesus to the cross?  

parent tools: story rocks

Check out this cool craft idea! Gather some 
flat rocks (or wood or even paper) and some 
paint, pens or markers. As we journey through 
the Scriptures, create story prompters by 
drawing or writing on the rocks. Then use 
these to tell the Bible stories. Your kids can 
follow your example and learn to tell the  
stories, too. Be sure to add more rocks as we 
go along and come back to them often. And 
don’t worry if your “art” is less than stellar. 
Better yet, let the kids draw their own. Be sure 
to share your fun times on CBC Facebook with 
the rest of our community! Click the arrow 
icon for a link to more instructions and ideas.

Here is a map that lists the places Jesus 
visits on his journey. See if you can trace 
his footsteps on the map. Click on the 
icon to open the map.

fun fact!

The distance from Capernaum to  
Jerusalem is about 100 miles and it 
would take approximately 7 days to walk 
at the speed of 14 miles per day. This 
would be like walking from Cadillac, MI  
to Grand Rapids, MI except that in Israel 
the terrain is much more difficult.  
Jesus probably walked this path every 
year multiple times to be in Jerusalem 
for festivals like Passover. 

hey, !
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“He went on his way through towns and villages, 
teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem.” Luke 13:22

Have you ever been so excited for someone to come home that you waited beside the  
front door, looking out the window in order to catch the very first glimpse of the person  
you love? Doors open to bring us in contact with the people we care about.  
They symbolize new paths in life, new adventures or opportunities.  
Wide doors let many people in at once while we enter one at a time through narrow doors. 

On the other hand, locked doors keep danger out, and may signify a  
missed opportunity or a path that is closed. As you read the passages this week,  
keep in mind the purposes of doors.  

top scholars’ research

You might want to dig in and look for other doors in 
Scripture. Start with the door on Noah’s ark or the 
beautiful tapestry door leading to the Holy of Holies. 
What other doors can you find? What do they symbol-
ize? And don’t forget the best door of all: a boulder 
rolled away from an empty tomb!

Narrow Door,
 Limited Time

week two
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week two

Sermon Passage Luke 13:22-35

Click the Bible symbols to read the passages on Bible Gateway.
Answer the questions together as a family.
   

Day 1 Luke 12:1-32

1. What concerns you most today? Is it something worth worrying over? 
2. What treasures are you laying up in heaven? (godly relationships, 

knowledge of God and His Word, righteousness…Be specific!)
3. What is your greatest treasure?

Narrow Door,
 Limited Time

Day 2 Luke 12:33-59

1. What door do you see in this passage? Compare with Revelation 3:20. 
What are we supposed to do? What should be our attitude? 

2. In verse 57, Jesus instructs his listeners to settle with the judge.  
Does he advise that they settle on the way to the judge or after they 
arrive? How does this apply to our appearing before the Great Judge  
at the end of time?

Day 3 Luke 13:1-20

1. How long has the master waited for fruit?
2. What would happen at the end of the period of mercy? What spiritual lesson does this 

teach us? 
3. What was more important, freeing the woman from her bondage or freeing an ox? The 

Pharisees were concerned about the timing of the miracle. What “timing” should they have 
been more concerned about? (verses 6-9) 

4. Mustard bushes reach an average mature height of between 6 and 20 feet with a 20-foot 
spread, although exceptional plants can reach 30 feet tall under ideal conditions. Three 
measures of flour, mixed with yeast and baked, would feed about 100 people. What did J 
esus mean when he compared the kingdom of God to a mustard seed and dough mixed 
with leaven? Was the kingdom of heaven going to start with epic events or seemingly  
insignificant ones? How would it grow?

7

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+13%3A1-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A33-59&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A1-32&version=ESV


week two Narrow Door, Limited Time

Day 4 Luke 13:21-14:6

1. What happens after the master shuts the door?
2. When is the time to seek the narrow door and enter 

through it? 
3. Are you willing to act now in faith and enter through 

that door into the family of God? John 14:6 Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

Day 5 Luke 14:7-35

1. In what ways are the humble honored in this passage? 
2. Here we see our theme again. What is the follower of Christ  

supposed to leave behind in order to become a true disciple? 

parent tip

There are 40 varieties of mustard plants, and 
the mustard seed in the spice section of your 
grocery store is much larger than the variety 
Jesus is probably talking about. 

Do you want to know what a house 
looked like in Nazareth when Jesus was 
a boy? Watch this video! Click on the icon 
to watch the video.

story rock

Be sure to add a few story rocks for the 
parables you learned this week. Make the 
rocks and then practice telling the  
stories with your family. 

fun fact!

Check out the climate in Nazareth. Would you 
want your door open or closed during March 
evenings? Click on the icon to find out!

hey, !
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     The
Compassionate Christ
“On the way to Jerusalem, he was passing 
along between Samaria and Galilee. ” Luke 17:11

Our journey on earth is filled with suffering and blessings, good times and hard 
times. What is important is that during both our trials and our joys, we glorify God. 
And, when God hears our prayers and chooses to bless us or alleviate our pain, that 
is not the end of the road. Our true gratitude results in worship back to God which 
then blesses those around us.  

top scholars’ research

What is leprosy? Do people have leprosy today?  
Could leprosy be used as good imagery to show  
our sinful condition before we follow Christ?  
Why or why not? 

week three
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week three

Family Reading Luke 17:9-11

Click the Bible symbols to read the passages on Bible Gateway.
Answer the questions together as a family.
   

Day 1 Luke 15:1-10

1. What was the complaint of the Pharisees?
2. What trials are told about in these parables?
3. How is the compassion of our Savior shown, both in the 

narrative and in the parables?

   The
Compassionate Christ

Day 2 Luke 15:11-32 

1. What is the older brother’s complaint?
2. What should their responses to their father have been?
3. What should their appropriate responses be to their Father?

Day 3 Luke 16:1-18

1. Why did the Pharisees ridicule Jesus in verse 14? 
2. What was Jesus’ accusation of them?
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week three The Compassionate Christ

Day 4 Luke 16:19-17:1-6

1. During his time on earth, did the unnamed 
rich man have blessings or trials? 

2. What about Lazarus? 
3. At what point was it too late for the  

rich man to change his destiny?

Day 5 Luke 17:7-19

1. What is the servants’ duty in the first parable?
2. How did the ten lepers show their faith? 
3. What did the one leper’s gratitude result in? 
4. How can you show gratitude today? 

families with little ones!

Here’s a quick and easy craft to go along 
with the parable of the prodigal son. 
Click the arrow icon for a link  
to a fun family craft. 

family worship

Bless the Lord O My Soul.
Here’s a great song to end your family  
worship time.  
Click the icon to listen to the song.

If you were to film a travel blog of your 
life, what places and events would you  
include… fun times, difficult times, times 
of learning… what memories are  
meaningful to you?  

Make a list and then share with your  
family. Ask them what events they would 
blog about. Celebrate together the highs 
and lows and talk about how God was 
faithful in each of those moments.  
Worship him together with your family. 

hey, !
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“See, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and everything that is written about the  
Son of Man by the prophets will  
be accomplished.” Luke 18:31

Think of something that would devastate you to do without, a sacrifice that 
is unimaginable. It may even bring a lump to your throat just to think about 
it. We do not know what rough road lies ahead, but no matter what  
sacrifice we may have to make, we can be assured that nothing compares to 
the riches that are ours in glory. No joyous, good, valuable or worthy moment 
on earth compares to what it will be like to see Jesus face to face and live 
with him forever. We don’t have the capacity to understand this fully now, 
but we do have an example. The cross would cost Jesus everything, and yet 
he continues to head to Jerusalem. Are you still willing to follow Him,  
knowing that He goes toward the cross? 

The Cost of Following

week four
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The Cost of Following

week four

Sermon Passage Luke 18:18-34

Click the Bible symbols to read the passages on Bible Gateway.
Answer the questions together as a family.
   

Day 1 Luke 17:20-18:8

1. What do we need to remember about Lot’s wife? See Gen. 19:26.
2. In what ways might we seek to preserve our “former” life?
3. What does it take to be persistent in prayer?

Day 2 Luke 18:9-14 
 
We accuse a person driving 5 mph faster than us when we drive 10 mph over the speed 
limit. We’re indignant at a student copying our homework answers, but then we drill our 
friends who’ve taken a test in a previous hour about what facts we need to review be-
fore we take our test later in the school day. When we draw a line and proclaim, “I would 
never stoop so low as that,” we are exhibiting pride, excusing our own faults, and setting 
ourselves up for failure. Just like the Pharisee in this story. 
1. Who does the Pharisee exalt in his “prayer”?
2. What do you notice about the tax collector’s repentance?
3. Throughout the day, pay attention to whether you more often place yourself above 

or below the standard by which you measure others as described above. Who do you 
more closely resemble: the Pharisee or the tax collector?

Day 3 Luke 18:15-30 

1. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” Take a moment and discuss how a child 
comes to Jesus: open-handed? Sincerely? Without pretense? 

2. Jesus tells the rich ruler to “come, follow me.” Why doesn’t the ruler obey Jesus? 
What can’t he leave behind?

3. What is hindering you from walking closely with Christ?
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week fourThe Cost of Following

Day 4 Luke 18:31-43

1. This is the third time Jesus foretells his death.  
What details do you notice?

2. In what ways did the beggar suffer? How did the 
people treat him when he cried out to Jesus?

3. The people changed their minds when they saw the beggar 
glorifying God. What impact did he have on them? 

Day 5 Luke 19:1-10

1. Do you know any songs about this passage?  
(You know you’ve got to sing it and act it out!)

2. What details do you notice in Scripture that might  
not be in the song?

3. What might it have cost Zacchaeus to follow Jesus?  
Did it cost him something besides money?

4. Are you willing to leave all to follow Christ?

Click the icon to see what you will gain  
by forsaking these distractions and  
fixing your eyes on Jesus.

Did we say “tradeoff”? It’s hardly a tradeoff 
when we bring nothing to the relationship  
that God hasn’t already provided. 

tied to your things?

Find something as a family that you can give 
away as a reminder to hold loosely to what 
God has given you. Here are a few suggestions. 
1. Toys & Clothes
2. Time
3. Encouragement
4. Friendship
5. $ (a monthly or one-time gift)

hey, !

take this family quiz!

Which of these earthly pleasures might it be 
tempting to make a top priority in your life?  
Ask your family what they think, too. Sometimes 
God blesses us with things such as wealth or 
fame, but they should never become most  
important to us. We should steward them well. 

Fame  •  Wealth  •  Achievement 
Fulfillment  •  Love  •  Health  •  Power

What do you think? If you place Jesus above 
these things and “forsake” them, are you  
making a good tradeoff? 
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When the King Returns
“As they heard these things, he proceeded  
to tell a parable, because he was near to  
Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the  
kingdom of God was to appear immediately.”  
Luke 19:11

When Jesus returns, He will rule His kingdom using kingdom values and things will be 
turned right side up. For example, the first will be last and the last will be first.  
Several places in Scripture tell us that we will give an accounting for our current actions 
and these will impact the rewards and responsibilities we will have in eternity.  
So, as faithful stewards, let us walk in the light, pouring out our lives as an offering  
before our Lord.

week five
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week five

Sermon Passage Luke 19:11-27

Click the Bible symbols to read the passages on Bible Gateway.
Answer the questions together as a family.
   

Day 1 Luke 19:11-27

1. What reason is given for why the citizens hated the nobleman?
2. What did the third servant do with his minas? Why?
3. You have been given the Gospel which is more valuable than a lifetime 

of wages. Is it being fruitful in your life? Have you hidden it away where 
it does no one any good? What about the other treasures you’ve been 
given by God? To what end are you using them?  

When the King
    Returns

Day 2 Matthew 20:20-28 

1. What is the cup that Jesus, James, and John will have to drink?
2. Why was it inappropriate for the boys’ mother to ask this request? 
3. What is the correct path to greatness?

Day 3 John 11:1-27

1. What was the purpose of Lazarus’s illness?
2. Who suffered because of this illness?
3. What did Martha confirm?

fun fact!

A mina was how much money  
a normal worker would make  
in about three months, so quite  
a lot of money!
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week five When the King Returns

Day 4 John 11:28-57

1. Did Jesus have the power to sustain Lazarus’ life so he 
would not have died? 

2. What greater purpose was achieved because of his death? 
3. What was the council of religous leaders concerned 

about?

Day 5 John 12:1-11

1. Why did Mary humble herself and honor Jesus by anointing him 
with half a liter of expensive perfumed oil?

2. See Matthew 26:6-13. What has been one of Mary’s rewards for 
her actions? 

3. What impact was the living Lazarus having on the people?

make a family blessing chain!

Cut colored paper into a dozen or so strips.  
Ask your family to write a talent, gift or blessing 
that God has given you on each strip. Make a  
paper chain to hang in your house by gluing  
the strips into loops and connecting them.

Discussion
1. What should be your attitude about these 

blessings?
2. What do you think God wants in return for 

entrusting you with these gifts? 
3. How can you be a good steward?   

eggs, bunnies & candy

Where do Easter traditions come from?  
What does the bunny have to do with anything?

Click the icon to find out more about Easter
traditions. 

hey, !
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“And when he had said these things, he went on 
ahead, going up to Jerusalem. ” Luke 19:28

After all of this time, Jesus finally enters Jerusalem and what an entrance it is! His close disci-
ples must have been carried away with the thrill of the mass approval as Jesus is given a king’s 
welcome. The people loved Him! Or did they?
 
We will soon see that the people cheered because they expected Jesus to bring them relief 
from their physical, political, and economic burdens. Their blindness to their spiritual needs 
and to what Jesus was about is incredibly sad. They did not see Him as the Messiah who would 
redeem them. They did not understand the words they were shouting.

Watch this dramatization about Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 
Click the icon below to watch the video. 

top scholars’ research

What is the significance of palm leaves? 

The Triumphal
  Tragedy

week six
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The Triumphal Tragedy

week six

Sermon Passage 
Click the Bible symbols to read the passages on Bible Gateway.
Answer the questions together as a family.
   

Day 1 Zechariah 9:9, Luke 19:28-44

1. Why were the people shouting praises to God?
2. What did the Pharisees think about the celebration?
3. What was Jesus’ response?

Day 2 Luke 19:45-20:18 

1. What had Jesus done that required authority? In the leaders’ eyes, is Jesus an official 
priest or scribe that would qualify Him for these things?

2. What violent images and words do you notice in the narrative and the parable? Does 
this seem to be an escalation? 

3. Why is death necessary for atonement?

Day 3 Luke 20:19-44 
 
It is ludicrous that the religious leaders are trying to outsmart Jesus.  
What lessons does he teach them even though their intent is to trick him?  
Look in each story and underline what he teaches in spite of their deceit. 

further study

Listen to John Piper
talk about Palm Sunday.
Click the icon to listen.
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week six The Triumphal Tragedy

Day 4 Luke 18:31-43

1. Contrast the Pharisee with the widow in the  
parable.

2. Who do you most resemble: the widow or the 
Pharisee?

3. What is Jesus’ advice to those living during  
the hard days to come? 

Day 5 Luke 19:1-10

1. What must take place before we “straighten up 
and raise our heads because our redemption is 
drawing near?”

2. What is one thing that will remain according to 
verse 33? 
 
Travel Note: Where did Jesus stay at night?  
Watch this video to learn more about the Mount of 
Olives and why it is significant!  
Click the icon to watch the video.

Have you ever wondered what a  
kingly welcome might look like?  
Watch this video.  
 
What kind of things do you notice?  
How are human kings and queens treated 
today? How should we treat Jesus?
Click the icon to watch the video.

hey, ! hide a verse

Draw a heart on eight pieces of paper and write 
these phrases on them. Hide the papers so your 
kids may find them. Put the verse in order and then 
discuss the significance of each phrase in the verse 
and why it is so incredible. 

1. But God
2. shows his love
3. for us
4. In that while
5. we were still
6. sinners
7. Christ died 
8. for us
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     One More
Jerusalem Journey
“That very day two of them were going to a 
village named Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, and they were talking with 
each other about all these things that had 
happened.” Luke 24:13

Jesus is alive! He has only revealed Himself to a few people at this time so the two 
disciples walking to Emmaus are definitely not expecting to see Him! Let’s listen in 
as they figure out that they were walking beside and talking to the God-Man who was 
dead but came back to life!

top scholars’ research

Atonement is a big word. What does it mean? Do you 
understand why sacrifice is so important in the Bible? 
Watch this video to learn more about atonement.  
Click the icon to watch the video.

week seven
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Day 1 Luke 22:1-46

What is Passover? Watch this video to learn more about how Christ  
fulfilled Passover. Click the icon to watch the video.

Day 2 Luke 22:47-71 

1. In today’s passage, we read that Christ was betrayed, seized, denied, mocked, beaten 
and blasphemed. Take a moment to think about each of these words. 

2. What did Jesus give for you?

Day 3 Luke 23:1-56 

“I find no guilt in this man.” “Nothing deserving of death has  
been done by him.” Jesus, the Passover lamb, was spotless.  
What are we guilty of? 

  One More
Jerusalem Journey 

week seven

Sermon Passage Luke 24:13-35

Click the Bible symbols to read the passages on Bible Gateway.
Answer the questions together as a family.
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week seven One More Jerusalem Journey

Day 4 Luke 24:1-12

Today’s reading celebrates the Resurrection. 
If you wish, wait until Sunday to read these verses. 
1. What are you most grateful for regarding the  

resurrection of our Lord? 
2. Who needs to hear about this? How can you share your 

personal account of what Jesus has done this week? 

Day 5 Luke 24:13-53

1. When did the Emmaus disciples know they were talking  
to Jesus?

2. What happened once they identified Him? 
3. What did Jesus need to help his disciples  

understand in verse 45? 
4. What was the disciples’ job moving forward? 

Ideas to add to your Story Rocks:
• Cup and Bread
• Donkey and Branches
• Crown of Thorns or Nails
• Cross
• Empty Tomb
• Rooster
• Silver Coins

hey, !

family worship

Celebrate our Risen Savior!
Here’s a great song to end your family  
worship time.  
Click the icon to listen to the song.
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